The relationship of computed tomography, gray-scale ultrasonography and radionuclide imaging in the evaluation of hepatic masses.
Hepatic scintigraphy, gray-scale ultrasonography, and computed tomography have proven to be useful in the initial detection and evaluation of hepatic masses. These studies appear to be complimentary since each provides information not available from the others. Hepatic scintigraphy is currently the method of choice for the initial evaluation of the liver for mass lesions as it is easily performed, relatively inexpensive, and affords detectability of intrahepatic mass lesions at least as great as that of ultrasonography or computed tomography. When a definite or suspected abnormality is seen by hepatic scintigraphy, computed tomography or ultrasonography may be helpful in providing better anatomic definition or clarification of the nature of the abnormality. The choice between these latter two modalities depends on the type of scanning equipment available and the observer's experience with each method.